PRAYER FOR PEACE

20th Anniversary of the “Spirit of Assisi”

October, 2006

Introductory reflection (taken principally from the 2 September 2006 Message of Benedict XVI , for the 20th Anniversary of the Inter-religious Gathering to pray for peace in Assisi; and from the letter of the Minister General for the 20th Anniversary of the “Spirit of Assisi”)


Twenty years ago, John Paul II invited representatives of various Christian denominations and of different religions to Assisi so that together they might pray to the God of all for peace, might reaffirm their common desire to live in harmony, and might better understand, in the presence of the Lord, how to build peace in thought, heart and action.  That day in October 1986 ‘constituted a vibrant message furthering peace and an event that left its mark on the history of our time’ (Benedict XVI).


The initiative promoted by John Paul II continues to demonstrate its timeliness in light of what has happened in the last twenty years and of humanity’s situation today.  We could say that this initiative has become a prophecy.  His invitation to the world’s religious leaders to bear a unanimous witness to peace serves to explain with no possibility of confusion that religion must be a herald of peace.  It also leads to the conclusion that recognition of the existence of God must dispose believers to view other human beings as brothers and sisters.


The gathering that was held in Assisi highlighted the value of prayer in building peace.  Prayer is important because first of all peace must be built in hearts, and the human heart is the place where God intervenes.  Moreover, prayer accompanied by fasting leads us to conversion, and eliminates all feelings of exclusion, rancor and violence towards others, encouraging us along the path of dialogue and collaboration.


The gathering was held in Assisi because ‘the witness that Francis bore in his time makes him a natural reference point today for people who are fostering the ideal of peace, respect for nature and dialogue between people, religions and cultures’ (Benedict XVI).  He is point of reference and stimulus for all those who truly appreciate the future of the human family.  This holds especially true for us Franciscans who have been begotten in the ‘spirit of Assisi,’ and are followers of the Poverello who embodied in an exemplary way the Beatitude proclaimed by Jesus in the Gospel: “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called children of God.”

Entrance Song

Recalling God’s Project

Reader 1: “They shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; one nation shall not raise the sword against another, nor shall they train for war again……let us walk in the light of the Lord” (Is. 2:4).

Reader 2: “Then the wolf shall be a guest of the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; the calf and the young lion shall browse together, with a little child to guide them.  The cow and the bear shall be neighbors, together their young shall rest; the lion shall eat hay like the ox.  The baby shall play by the cobra’s den, and the child lay his hand on the adder’s lair.  There shall be no harm or ruin on all my holy mountain….” (Is. 11: 6-9a).

Reader 3: “…he shall rescue the poor man when he cries out, and the afflicted when he has no one to help him.  He shall have pity on the lowly and the poor; the lives of the poor he shall save.” (Ps. 72: 12-13).

Reader 4: “How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings glad tidings, announcing peace, bearing good news, announcing salvation….” (Is. 52:7).

Reader 5: “Then I saw new heavens and a new earth…..I heard a loud voice from the throne cry out: ‘This is God’s dwelling among men.  He shall dwell with them and they shall be his people and he shall be their God who is always with them.  He shall wipe every tear from their eyes, and their shall be no more death or mourning, crying out or pain, for the former world has passed away.’” (Rev. 21: 1, 3-4).

Reflecting on the Lack of Peace

But God’s designs have been frustrated: weapons continue to be only weapons, leaders continue to be concerned with declarations of war, relations between peoples are characterized by intolerance and exclusion, and the poor of the earth wander about in search of shelter and dignity.

(With background music that will help to create a contemplative atmosphere, present images of the ways that peace is “frustrated” in our world, using PowerPoint or another method of projection.  Should last about 6-8 minutes.)

Hearing from various Witnesses to Peace


Let us hear from some people who build up cities that are in ruins, who are spokespersons for a universal language and witnesses to hope, and who are light in this night of our history.

► From the Old Testament – Leviticus 19: 1, 9-18

► From the Koran

“Praise be to God, Lord of the Universe, the Mercygiving, the Merciful!  Ruler on the Day for Repayment!  You do we worship and You do we call on for help.  Guide us along the Straight Road, the road of those whom You have favored, with whom You are not angry, nor who are lost” (Koran 1, 1-7).

► From Saint Francis

“Indeed, I counsel, warn and exhort my friars in the Lord Jesus Christ, that when they go about through the world, they are not to quarrel nor contend in words (cf. 2 Tim. 2:14), nor are they to judge others, but they are to be meek, peaceable and modest, meek and humble, speaking uprightly to all, as is fitting” (Rule of the Friars Minor, Chapter 3: 10-11).

► From Mahatma Gandhi, father of India and apostle of non-violence (Harijan, 13.07.1940)


After studying the most important religions as much as possible, it dawned on me that there should be some key which would open up the fundamental unity of all religions, finding it reasonable and necessary to discover what they have in common.  And the key that I found is Truth and Non-Violence….


And as long as we do not bring about this fundamental unity, there will be no end to wars fought in the name of religion.

► From Martin Luther King, evangelical pastor, Black leader, assassinated for his defense of Civil Rights in the United States of America


“I refuse to make my own the cynical observation that all peoples, one after the other, will fall into the vortex of militarism, leading to the hell of thermonuclear destruction.  I believe that truth and love without condition will have the final word.


Life, even if it is temporarily overcome, will always be stronger than death.  I firmly believe that even in the midst of exploding missiles and thundering canyons, there remains the hope of a radiant dawn…


I also believe that one day all humanity will recognize in God the source of their love.  And I believe that this saving and peaceful love will one day be our law.


The lion and the lamb will be able to rest together, all will be able to sit beneath their fig tree in their vineyard, and no one will need to have fear.


I firmly believe that we will achieve this.

► From Thich Nhat Hanh, Buddhist monk and important peace activist during the Vietnam war 
“There is a Chinese saying: ‘When a prophet of peace is born, the water of the river becomes clearer and the trees on the mountain become more intensely green.’  When a prophet of peace is in your midst and you place your foot close to his footprint, you feel the light, you are at peace with him, and the world becomes transparent.  So if you feel that you are beside Jesus or Buddha, do not be concerned to analyze what they say; just breathe their peace” (Adaptation).

► From the Evangelists Mark and John, speaking of Jesus

“One of the scribes asked Jesus: ‘Master, which is the first of all the commandments?’  Jesus replied: ‘This is the first:  Hear, O Israel!  The Lord our God is Lord alone!  Therefore you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.  This is the second: you shall love your neighbor as yourself.  There is no other commandment greater than these’” (Mk. 12: 28-31).


“Beloved, let us love one another because love is of God; everyone who loves is begotten of God and has knowledge of God.  The one without love has known nothing of God, for God is love…… Beloved, if god has loved us so, we must have the same love for one another.  No one has ever seen God.  Yet if we love one another God dwells in us, and his love is brought to perfection in us” (1 Jn. 4: 7-8, 11-12).

Some moments for Silent Reflection

Song:  The Prayer of Saint Francis: “Lord, Make Me an Instrument of Your Peace.”


We raise our prayer to the God of Peace, mother and father to all the peoples of the world, allowing time for spontaneous prayers from the assembly.  After each petition, please repeat the Taize response:    Laudate omnes gentes, laudate Dominum (2x)

1. We love Life as a sacred gift from God and the first right of human beings, whoever he or she is, wherever he or she lives.  Let no one kill, torture or impugn the integrity of another.  We seek to defend the life of all.

2. We believe that God is a defender of life.  We believe that God is against economic or ideological partiality used to defend one’s territory, power, prestige or wealth.  We seek that the name of God not be used in vain.

3. We believe in the ability of individuals and peoples to resolve conflict through peaceful means.  We support and encourage actions that lead to freedom and democratic participation.

4. We believe in the strength of truth that brings peace and liberty.  We reject lies used as a tool of strategy, and the manipulation of truth for gain.  We appeal for societal reconciliation in order to build the future.  That we not be enchained by vengeance and hate, and that peace flow from mutual social forgiveness.

5. …………………………..

Our Father

Sign of Peace


We share with one another a sign of peace, and also light our candles.  We are a light in the night, we are an extended hand searching for fraternity,  we are together a cry for peace and a cry for an end to all war.  We offer one another a sign of peace; as we join hands let us sing our song:

Song: an appropriate song of peace

(candles will be distributed at this point to all participants and will be lit.  In the front there can be a large banner with the word “peace,” and children can have homemade signs with the word “peace” written on them.)

COMMUNAL READING OF THE ASSISI DECALOGUE

Introduction to the reading of the Decalogue:
In his letter for the XX Anniversary of the “Spirit of Assisi,” the OFM Minister General asks: “….how can we, the children of Francis, wherever we are, continue to be authentic witnesses to peace and thus allow others to see something of his fascinating human and evangelical adventure?”  He answers the question by inviting us to follow a concrete itinerary of conversion.  It is a question of living and promoting, within our Fraternities and in our relationships with those whom the Lord puts on our path, the values of the Decalogue of Assisi, sent by John Paul II to the heads of State and Government, the fruit of that exceptional day of prayer lived in Assisi on the 24th of January 2002. 

1. We commit ourselves to proclaiming our firm conviction that violence and terrorism are incompatible with the authentic spirit of religion, and, as we condemn every recourse to violence and war in the name of God or of religion, we commit ourselves to doing everything possible to eliminate the root causes of terrorism. 

2. We commit ourselves to educating people to mutual respect and esteem, in order to help bring about a peaceful and fraternal coexistence between people of different ethnic groups, cultures and religions. 

3. We commit ourselves to fostering the culture of dialogue, so that there will be an increase of understanding and mutual trust between individuals and among peoples, for these are the premise of authentic peace. 

4. We commit ourselves to defending the right of everyone to live a decent life in accordance with their own cultural identity, and to form freely a family of their own. 

5. We commit ourselves to frank and patient dialogue, refusing to consider our differences as an insurmountable barrier, but recognizing instead that to encounter the diversity of others can become an opportunity for greater reciprocal understanding. 

6. We commit ourselves to forgiving one another for past and present errors and prejudices, and to supporting one another in a common effort both to overcome selfishness and arrogance, hatred and violence, and to learn from the past that peace without justice is no true peace. 

7. We commit ourselves to taking the side of the poor and the helpless, to speaking out for those who have no voice and to working effectively to change these situations, out of the conviction that no one can be happy alone. 

8. We commit ourselves to taking up the cry of those who refuse to be resigned to violence and evil, and we desire to make every effort possible to offer the men and women of our time real hope for justice and peace. 

9. We commit ourselves to encouraging all efforts to promote friendship between peoples, for we are convinced that, in the absence of solidarity and understanding between peoples, technological progress exposes the world to a growing risk of destruction and death. 

10. We commit ourselves to urging leaders of nations to make every effort to create and consolidate, on the national and international levels, a world of solidarity and peace based on justice.

Prayer

O God, help us to understand that peace is the fruit of respect for each and every person, of justice and of forgiveness.  Give the gifts of peace and reconciliation to our divided world, especially to your Church.  Bring all to believe that you have placed us in this world as your instruments, sowers of peace.  We ask you this through Jesus Christ, your Son, Prince of Peace, who lives and reigns with you forever and ever.

Final Blessing

May the Lord bless you and keep you.


Amen

May He show His face to you and have mercy. 


Amen

May He turn His countenance to you and give you peace. 


Amen

The Lord bless you! 


Amen
